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A Course in Science and Pseudoscience RICHARD TAYLOR, The
Hockaday School — A new course at Hockaday, Science and Pseudoscience, examines
what we know, how we know it, and why we get fooled so often and so easily.
This is a course in which we measure things we thought we understood and use
statistical analysis to test our understanding. We investigate extraordinary claims
through the methods of science, asking what makes a good scientific theory, and what
makes scientific evidence. We examine urban myths, legends, bad science, medical
quackery, and plain old hoaxes. We analyze claims of UFOs, cold fusion, astrology,
structure-altered water, apricot pit cures, phlogiston and N-rays, phrenology and
orgonomy, ghosts, telekinesis, crop circles and the Bermuda Triangle – some may be
true, some are plainly false, and some we’re not really sure of. We develop equipment
and scientific techniques to investigate extra-sensory perception, precognition, and
EM disturbances.
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